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leadership, ability and devotion. Ninety-eight
percent of the students read at levels above
the state average; and the majority of second
and fourth graders place in the 60th to 80th
percentile of the Stanford Achievement Tests.

American historian and writer Henry Adams
once noted that ‘‘a teacher affects eternity; he
can never tell when his influence stops.’’ For
Bob and Linda Barnes, the lives they’ve
touched over their years at Springville Ele-
mentary School will ensure that their influence
carries on far into the future.

But it’s not just the children of the Spring-
ville community that have benefited from the
Barnes’ time and talents. Whether the Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Salem Lutheran
Church, the Concord Republican Committee,
or countless other civic and community activi-
ties and organizations, Bob and Linda have al-
ways been there to provide a helping hand to
their neighbors.

While I’m proud to honor the contributions of
Bob and Linda Barnes both to the Springville
Elementary School and their community, I’m
also honored that they are among my closest
and dearest friends. For many years we were
next door neighbors, and through morning cof-
fees and late-night conversations, I know how
deeply Bob and Linda care about the children
of the Springville community, and how sorely
they will be missed.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that this Congress join
me in saluting Bob and Linda Barnes for their
years of service to Springville Elementary
School; and in wishing them great health and
happiness in their retirement.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JULIA CARSON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 1999

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably absent yesterday, Monday, September
13, 1999, and as a result, missed rollcall votes
405 through 407. Had I been present, I would
have voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 405, ‘‘yes’’ on roll-
call vote 406, and ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 407.
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HELP AMERICA’S FARMERS &
RANCHERS

HON. JO ANN EMERSON
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 1999

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to talk about the continuing crisis in the farm
economy and share with this body a copy of
a letter I recently received from a constituent
in my Congressional Distirct. America’s farm-
ers and ranchers are strugglign to deal with
some of the lowest commodity prices in dec-
ades. Current commodity prices do not even
allow farmers to recover their costs of produc-
tion, much less provide for the needs of their
families. When one considers that drought and
other damaging weather conditions are also
dramatically affecting our crop and livestock
production, it is clear that this is nothing short
of an emergency situation. And the following
letter from a constituent of mine reminds all of
us that this situation goes well beyond mere

numbers, projections, and statistics. The fact
of the matter is that real people are hurting;
the livelihoods of real families and real com-
munities are at risk. This letter from Mr. Bill
Faris of Hayti, Missouri, the son of a farmer
and someone whose family has farmed for
generations, highlights the depth of the prob-
lems in farm country and explains why all
Americans should be gravely concerned about
what is happening out on the farm. I hope
Members of Congress will keep Mr. Faris’
comments in mind as they vote on farm relief
measures that will be considered very soon.

BILL FARIS,
Hayti, MO, August 25, 1999.

Rep. JO ANN EMERSON,
The Federal Building,
Cape Girardeau, MO.

DEAR REP. EMERSON, This is a follow up to
my earlier letters to you. I had the oppor-
tunity to hear you speak at the Rice Field
Day on Aug. 18th as I work for the Univ. of
MO Delta Center. I was encouraged by what
you had to say as you are addressing the cen-
tral issues facing farmers during this crisis,
and it is obvious that you are truly con-
cerned about the plight of our family farm-
ers, and you are taking action to try and
help our smaller farmers.

I want you to know I appreciate your ef-
forts on behalf of farmers like my Dad. Un-
fortunately it is too late for my Dad as I am
afraid it will be for many farmers this year.

Dad and I talked the other day, and he told
me that he cannot farm after this year. Dad
told me that he lost a little over $50,000 last
year due to the low commodity prices and
adverse weather conditions and he knows
that he will lose more this year then last
year. At 72, after a lifetime of doing what he
loves the most, farming, Dad knows he has
to quit before he loses his home and our farm
land. Dad said over the last five years he has
used more and more of the money he had put
back for his and my Mom’s retirement to
continue farming, but now he has to quit be-
fore he loses it all.

Ms. Emerson, it broke my heart to see the
pain and frustration on my Dad’s face, but it
especially broke my heart to see the help-
lessness in my Dad’s eyes, and to know that
there was nothing I could do to help ease
Dad’s pain. The generations of Faris’s farm-
ing the land end with my Dad. My Dad is a
proud man, and he does not cry easily, but I
could see the tears in his eyes as he looked
over our land with the resignation that he
would never farm it again.

Ms. Emerson, the really sad part of this
story is that it will be repeated over and
over again at the end of 1999. I fear that
thousands of family farms will cease to exist,
just as ours will.

I sense a helplessness and a lack of hope in
our areas farmers, that I have never seen be-
fore. All the farmers laugh with no humor at
President Clinton’s announcement that
many farmers are now eligible for low inter-
est loans. Their standard commit is ‘‘what
good is a no interest loan let alone a low in-
terest loan when you are losing money each
year.’’ Their attitude is that our government
seems to want the small farmer to disappear
and all we will have left is large corporate
farms controlled by a few large conglom-
erates, and I tend to agree with them.

My Dad is not a large farmer; he only
farms 500 acres of wheat and soybeans, but
his story is sadly going to be repeated over
and over again in 1999. Dad is an excellent
businessman, and he is one of the most fru-
gal people I know, but low commodity prices
have forced him out of farming. On average
Dad lost approximately $100 per acre in 1998,
and he will lose approximately that much
again in 1999. Cotton growers will lose more

than that, so you can see what a larger farm-
er will lose. Our pork producers are facing
the same dilemmas as you well know.

Congress must act now, Ms. Emerson, or a
way of life that is very dear to me will dis-
appear. Give our farmers legislation that
gives them a level playing field in the world
markets. Farmers do not need rhetoric from
Washington; they need help, and they need it
now.

I hope you get a chance to address this
issue at our Field Day on Sept. 2nd, and I
hope that you can give our farmers some
much needed encouragement. I am from Mis-
souri, and our legislators have to show me
that they truly care about the plight of our
small family farms. I know that you care be-
cause you are doing something, please keep
up the good work and please keep telling our
farmer’s story in Washington.

I do not believe many of our legislators re-
alize how serious the problem is, but I know
you do.

Again thank you for your tireless efforts
on behalf of our farmers, and I wish you
health and happiness—especially in your new
marriage.

Respectfully yours,
BILL FARIS.
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STOP THE KILLING IN EAST
TIMOR

HON. DOUG BEREUTER
OF NEBRASKA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 1999

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, the violence
and bloodshed in recent days in East Timor
has shocked the world. Pro-Indonesia thugs
have run rampant in this tiny former Por-
tuguese colony, killing pro-independence
Timorese. The political leadership in Jakarta
totally failed in its guarantee of safety to the
local Timorese populace, and has become the
source of shame both for the government and
the Indonesian military.

It is clear that an international peacekeeping
force will be necessary to restore order in East
Timor. As the Omaha World Herald correctly
noted in a September 14, 1999, editorial enti-
tled ‘‘First, Stop the Killing,’’ this bloody re-
pression must be stopped. ‘‘This is too early to
talk about resolving the sides’ differences. For
now it is enough simply to separate them and
try to calm the situation.’’

Mr. Speaker, this Member commends to this
colleagues the excellent editorial in the
Omaha World Herald.

FIRST, STOP THE KILLING

Few Americans take any joy in the pros-
pect of sending peacekeeping troops into the
violence and intrigues of East Timor. But
the situation is relieved greatly by the an-
nouncement that Indonesian President B.J.
Habibie now welcomes them.

International pressure was mounting to
somehow stop the bloodletting. Having to
subdue both pro-Indonesian militias and
troops, while at the same time strong-arm-
ing the legitimate Indonesian government,
would have been a daunting prospect. Now
Habibie has conceded the obvious—his de-
fense forces can’t control the situation—and
so relief may be in sight within a few days.
Australia, which is literally in the neighbor-
hood, expects to send a force of up to 7,000 on
short-notice deployment.

This is appropriate, given the geography
and the fact that Australia has been among
the staunchest advocates of intervention. It
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